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ours fo too, that no proſperity can be : hoped 
without his blefling, and that 'tis in vain 


expeCt his bleſſing, without the profeſſion a l 


practiſe of Religion ; that a Righteous God yi 
protect, and defend a Righteous: people, and7hy 
aothing, but iimnmty, can be our ruin, Whit 
then remains, but that we ſhould reſolve thisdaf 


to purſue thoſe things, which make both for ou). 


preſent, andeternal intereſt, that we _—_ ur 4. 


gratitude to God, and love to our Country, by 

pratice ſuitable to that holy Religion we proj 
tels, that ſo our rejoycings, and thankſgivingf 
may not be the work of a day ohly, but of ou 
lives. 'This is the way to ſhew your ſelves goa 
Subjects, and gbod Patriots, and ſuch as arerek 
lv concerned for the good and welfare of youſp 


Country. Nay.this 1s the way to ſecure Gods ptt | 


lence with you, and engage his good Spirit ſob 
prefide over your Countels, that they ſhall fill 
tend to the preſervation ofour Church, _—_ 
Iigion amongſt us, and make our S:0n to continu 
a praiſe in the earth. God will then go on if 


omni and ſtabliſh, what he has wroughF b I} 


for 275, and make one deliverance the pledge, "0p! b 


| 
| 
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earneſt ofanother. And happy zs the ous that t} 


is in ſuch aCaſe, yea bleſsed are the peopie il [ £ 


have the Lord for their God. 
Now to God the Fathfr, Son, and HolyGhoft, real 


Honour and Glory now and ever. Amen. 
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Motives and Dire&ions to prevent it. 
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By Joſeph Boyſe, Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
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H E DoQtrine of the Trinity is manifeſt in ſe- 
veral Impreſſions on the Creation, and the Go- 
vernment of innocent Adam ; yet in the Reco- 
rey of fallen Man, it's more evident, than in any thing 
s yet obyious to this lower world. 
The Son aſſuming our Nature, makes atonement for 
fn, and vindicates the honour of the Creators Law, 


whilſt he reſtoreth our Felicity and -Holineſs as Re» 
&emer ; and as a means of inveſting us in the good he 


purchaſed,. brings us to acknowledge and diſtinaly re- 
zard the Father, Son, and Spirit, 1n our Baptiſmal De- 
dication, [4 

The Holy Spirit (of whom the enfaing Sermons 
treat,) hath his diſtiaQ concern-in the Effentials of this 
work, He formed and purifyed the Soul and Body, 
- which the eſſential Word was to aſſume, and inha- 
bit ; qualifying this embodied Soul with all Graces, far 
beyond the meaſure of all other created Beings. He 
s eminently concerned in the Application of Redemp- 
tion to ſinners; for he inſpired the Inſtruments by 
whom the Redeemers Law is notifyed to the World. 
By his powerful Operation the - Do&rines and Teſti 
mony of Chriſt, are confirmed to the ſufficient con- 
viction of the inquiſitive world, in many: Miracles 3 
..and among others, in. introducing - the Life of Chrilt 
2mo.lo many Apoſtate Sinners ſucceſſively. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


The energy of the Word, as a Seed of Lis. 


by him, as aQtive 1n this vehicle, which were other.. 
wiſe unapt for ſuch' amazing EffteQs, on ſo indiſpoſed, 
an- Obje& as a degenerate Soul, eſpecially at that en- 
mity to the Divine Life, and remotenels from nit 
ſeen things as to any powerful view ; which the. 
temper and carriage of ali Men' left. to. themſelyes 
do indicate. | 


Every Grace in Man is his Fruit, as-the Enlight-. 


ner and SanCtifier of Souls; and that holy Principle 
comprehenſive of all holy Diſpoſitions pofleſſeth Men, 
as born of this Spirit; whereby he renders the: Squl 
a delightful habitation unto God, and -meet for thoſe 
AQings and / Glory Chriſt deligneth the redeemed. 
tO, 
The giving this Spirit, or preſent determining his 
{aving-Operations. on the Soul, is that means where- 
by Chriſt begins that myſtical Union, and-thoſe. hap- 


py Relations expreſſed in various Metaphors; .- which 


our believing conſent, as the effet of his aQtive Pre-- : 


lence conſummates : . And the abiding Relation of this 
Spirit to the Soul, as a ſpecial worker and maintainey- 
of 'Grace,: is that -which-is called the indwelling of 'the 


Holy Ghoſt. Tnlike manner, the faving Operations of 


the Spirit are called his earneſt, which with his itlumi- 
nating of the Soul, to perceive the Conformity of thok 
to the Goſpel Rule, and adding power:to the- decifive 


Sentence of! Conſcience in this Matter, -conftitute 'the | 


Witneſs of the Spirit. * 
This Holy Spirit doth not only at firſt introduce, 
and afterwards evidence Grace, but by his influences-he 


 aQtuateth this his own Off-ſpring ; exciting. it's Exer- 


ciſe, and adding to-it's Meaſure : - 'In all » which Te-a, 


ſpets: 


- » To the Chriſtian Reader. 
ſpetts, 'tho a, renewed Nature dic not, becauſe the Spi- 
rt doth got totally depart, yet by his receſſes it becomes 
fittively faint, unaCtive, and abated in it's {elf evi- 
&kncing Luſtre. Neither is it unobſervable* that tho 


theſe additional influences are in ſome ſort determina- 


. | bleby the Spirit, as a Sovereign Agent, whence he ſome- 


times ar” ATE a careleſs indifpoled Frame, with mar- 
xllous Reviveals, enlarging us in a joyful ſenſe of God's 


- | Favour, as well as Strength and Freedom for holy Em 


ploys. Yet uſually he obſcrveth a fixed Rule, delightin 
paſiſt the prepared induſtrious circumſpett Soul,whil 
te leaveth the idle careleſs. Chrifttanto bemoan his Dark- 
ifs and Weakneſs, under the 'Spirits withdrawings ; 
His Viſits being ordinarily proportioned to our Zeal for 
them, and meetneſs to improve them, How needful 
then isthe Subject of theſe excellent Sermons, which dif- 
wyer the:ſolid judgment and-experimental Picty of the 
author ?  che:defign whereof is to convince thee of this 
Method of the Spirit, and warn thee againſt thoſe For 
keitures, which are.too common, and {o tatal to the com- 
{ fortand improvement of Believers. 
©: What fad 'Evidences arcwe under, that the Quench- 
ing:of the'Spirit islittle accounted: of ?-Molt Menileem 
guilty of an offenſive Behaviour towards him ; the gene- 
ral Temper giveth cauſe of fear, that this holy Fire bur- 
_ vehemently, than ſometimes it was accuſtomed 
to. do; |... VELA v7, | 
| _ Do not we perceive |a- Spirit of Prayer more remils, 
Ordinances leſs effe&yal ro Converſion or Edification, 
_ and the Converſation of. Profeſſors attended with leſs 
conmiction'on the Minds of the World; yea filled with 
4uch Diempers and Scandals, as are cy a cauſe and 
lign of the. departbre of the Spirit? Which things 


arg- 
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| To the Chriſtian Reader. ” 
are ſo notorious, that I almoſt deſpair of a tollerihjg 
Aſpect on the State of the Church, or a fitneſs for any 
great *Mereies, before there be a new effuſion of this ho- 
ly Spirit. | | 
Can we then wonder at that levity and unſucceks 
fulneſs in_all holy Adminiſtrations, joined withypro. 


 phane Practices of ſuch; who are- ſo far-degenerated 


from Chriſtian and Proteſtant Principles, as to d 
and deſpiſe the Operations of- this holy Spirit ? Whi 


' comes next,( however it's minded,) to thefin againſt the 


Holy Ghoſt, eſpecially in ſuch who have felt any of it's 
Workings, and. profeſs to receive him in their Deſigns 
tion 'to the Office of the - Miniſtry. 

But if thowart a Chriſtian indeed, . thou art a Perſon 
by whom the Spirit witneſſeth to the truth of the 
Scriptures, . and... that. holy Religion, which is a 
tranſcript . of theſe ſacred Writings on thy own 
Heart 3 neither; :canft thou be unacquainted, how 
thy vigour in. all Duties abates, {or improves as 
the - Spirit. Communicates or with-holds his influence, 
Sure thou art not now to be informed, that a 


Soul niay pine away under the greateſt helps, when 
' the withdraws of this inviſible Agent teſtifies againk 


thy diſobedience to his Motions, or independence on 
his Operations. He is a ftranger to himſelf, who feels 
not a darkneſs on his Evidences, and interruption un 


his Spiritual Joy, whenever the Spirit is grieved by fre. 


quent neglects, or dehberate fins. Y 
Therefore it's thy great concern to govern thy {el 
with 'that tenderneſs and caution, as exprels not of- 
ly a ConviCtion that the rule of thy behavior is exad, 
and. the ſanRion thereof lawful and ſure: But thatib 


$ thy Communjon is with this Holy Spirit, who 0b-- 
; . : erves 
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= - To the Chriſtian Reader. © -, <_— 
wand reſents thy moſt hidden diſpoſition, and evi- __ 

dceth'his approbation or diſlike, by what will much 

ﬆ the flouriſhing or withering ſtate of thy Soul. 

'Heis not skilful in the methods of God's Government * 

ger his People, who knows not that the favour or 'dif- 

flaſure of God are not ſo much expreſſed in outward 

denees, as 1n the abundant Communications of his 


-talively as to Places, and Quality of Perſons, eſpecially 


> thole Endowments in- ſuch as were before partakers of 


cit to the Soul, or the abatements thereof. And in- 
every Diſpenſation is more or leſs conducive to the 
deſign of the Redeemer, and the belt advantages 
Che Church ; as the degrees of the Effuſions of the 
hit be, *Wherein lay the priviledge of the Goſpel-ſtate 
nits laſt Edition, but that it "is the miniſtration of 
tle Spirit * This is its Glory, the Spirit of grace ope- 
nts more under this form than it did in the Jewiſh 
(konomy, comparatively wherewith (not abſolutely) - 
bs Moſaical Form was a dead Letter. And it's not to 
tdayed, that ſtill the gradual advances of Chriſt's - 
laterelts, find theſe effuſions ſo far appropriated to them, 
$that leſs pure adminiſtrations become ſenſibly deſert- 
d, as ſoon as more pure ones conſiderably obtain in any 


Hence the happieſt ſtate of the Church is reſerved tor 
tie moſt eminent pourings out of this Spirit, whereby 
kowledge, Love and Hotineſs will be diffuſed more ex- *- 


itrates ; .and more intenſively as to the degree of 


tiem, Neither dare I exclude this anointing as a fitneſs 
to ſubſerve Providence, in accompliſhing the . great 
s deſcribed in Prophetick Scriptures, relating to 


tte. latter- days, 
| "9 


conſider, that: Chriſt left his Spirit to lapply: his abſctkce, 
as more advantageous to his-Church'-than his bodil 


preſence : I can hope for greater thungs from the Spirits: | 
more abundant influence, than from Chriſts bodily'ap;, |” + 


pearance.in the Air before the day of Judgment,: ache.” 
ing far more adapted to Spiritual efteQs, and: that life 
of Faith, which- Believers are to live "till the heaven 
ly Viſion, than a bodily ſight of Chrilt .can be. 

I ſhall detain thee no longer from peruſeing theſ 
ſerious Diſcourſes, which are publiſhed:not by the'Aw- 
thor's purpoſe, but at the .deſire of a pious, ' worthy 
Gentleman, who procured them from him for his own 
uſe. That the Spirit himſelf would -plead his own 
cauſe, and diſpoſe thy heart to that well pleaſing be- 
haviour towards him, as may be attended with that 
growing liberty and- ſtrength 1a thy Soul, which'can: 
= be .void of the pureſt Joys; 1s the earneſt Prayer 
0 


Thy Servant; 


in the Work of the Goſpel, 


Daniel ' Willams. 


To the Chriſtian Reader, 


To' this eminent pouring out:of the- Spirit," are "Ry | 
aſcribed all thoſe excellent Effects; And whenlT furdye, - 
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th Quench. not the Spirit. . 


2 The. V." ng fe 


ly \Spirit, both to form in us the- Principles of a 
holy heavenly Life, and to improve- and advance 
them towards their perfe&ion in life eternal, that this excellent 
aution of the Apoſtle PAnl, can never be unfeaſonable. 'And- 
iſs! there are but few of us that obſerve the temper of our- 
om Spirits, and their- progrefs or declenſion in- Holineſs: - But. 


Wi: ſo" entirely. depend on the: influences of the Ho-: 


we often find thoſe ſad effets of our Py the Holy Spi- 
0 


tit -in* his recefſes, and the ſuſpenſion of his gracious- Aids, that 
render ſuch a diſſuaſive as this in-the "Text: too neceſſary to us. 
The Apoſtle amongſt many other excellent Counſels in the fore- 
going part of the Chapter, adds theſe too, Pray withaut ceaf- 
y > Mmevery thing' give” thanks, ver. 17, 18. And becauſethe 
ſtance of the Holy Spirit was ſo abſolutely needful, to ex+ 
cite and improve all thoſe Graces in us, which are the very 
Life and Soul- of our Prayers and our Praiſes, | 
He adds this ſolemn caution in the Text, Quench not the Spi- 
mit. q. d: Beware of doing any thing: that may weaken or ex- 
tinguiſh the Graces and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. + d 
This difſuaſive then of the Apoſtles, I ſhall propoſe as the. Sub- 


| jet of your preſent Meditations : 


We ſhould all beware of quenching the Spirit. 

In proſecution of this Subje, we muſt enquire what we muſt 
here underſtand by the Spirit; - and what by. our. not: quench- 
ns the Spirit, BEG FO. x 
| B . 1. FF bat: , 


TS 


1. What muſs we underſtand by the Spirit? © - 

Anſw. There is .no doubt, the Cauſe is here put for the 
Effeas, or the Holy Spirit, (the blefſed God in his third tode- 
of ſubſiſtence, ) for the produtt of his Operations on the Souls 
of Men, his Gifts and Graces. 


. 


Sometimes the Spirit_denozes thoſe miraculous extraordin 


Gifts, which he communicates ts Men, of ſpeaking with Tongs, | 


of Healing, of Prophecy, of Miracles. Sometimes the ordinary 
Gifts conveyed to Men in the: uſe of ordinary. means, to quy- 
lify them for the Duties of that Station and Places which they 
hold in the Church of Chrift, -as Members of his myſtic 
Body, that muſt be mutually uſeful to each other. See both 
kinds of Gifts. mentioned, [x Cor. 12+, 7, 35> by Ur.” All "0 
worketh, | that one: and; ſelf fume Spirit dividing- to evny 

feverally as be will, © | : , 
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- Sometimes the Spirit is. put for the Effetts or Impreſſions 9 
which his:grarious Operations *produ& in: the 'Souls of Meng 'F 
eſpecially for thoſe Graces or. holy Diſpoſicions, which he forms Þ 


and: encreales: in. all the- Children. of + God, + Whence he-ig 


called; the Spirit of -Grape; and all holy Diſpoſitions in us ar þ 


called: his Fruits, Gal. 5. 22. Zech. 12. 10, Heb. 10, 
He is alſo called the Holy Spirit, not ſo much with relped 
to his Eſſential Purity, as to h 

verl[, 30. | 
-{Now-all theſe may ,be juſtly included. here.” '- We muſt d 
our utmbſt to infreaſe and improve all - the Gifts or 
which the Holy Spirit imparts, and muſt do nothing to abate 
or extinguiſh any one of them. The Context juftifyes thi 
coftprehenſive fenſe. But: that leads me to- the ſecond- | 
4 Queſt.. _—_ wot -we nudetſiund by this caution, Auench W 
the Spirit. ft MH T0. | 

-C Anke Tlie word o&irv7s. evidently alludes to that oppoſite 
Metaphor, by which the Opera th Holy Spirit ate ke 
quently repreſented under the EmbliC» of Fire. 


Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to baptize with the Holy Spirit and with Þ 


Fire, Ma. 3.11. (or with that Holy Spirit that is compared 
to Fire.) Agreeably hereto, when the Holy Spirit wing 
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© our Minds, againſt doing any'thing to weaken or 'fruſtrate- 
the Succeſs 'of thoſe 'Influences of the Holy 'Spirit, whereby'he: 


C37: Saba 


deſcended 0n 'the Apoſtles, he aſſumes” the reſemblance of 


Tongues, as #t 'were"ef Fire, Afts'2, '3. :And even in 
Writings of the Prophets, he is [deſcribed as- a: Spirir' of 
dement, and a Spirit of Burning, Ia. 4.4. And the true 

| ,. on the accdunt of his diſpenſing the Holy Spirit is 
compared to a ' Refiner ; "the Wperations of this Spirit being his 
mofining Fire, Mat. 3. 2, 3. And the Emblem is very fignifi. 
cant and expreſſive of the Operations of the 'Holy Spirit, whoſe 
great Office it is to kindle Rays of Divine Light in''our Mind:, 


1 and Flames of Divine Love in our Hearts, even ſuch Flames as 
*wnſume our Luſts, and refine 'us from the Drolſs of this Earth, 


nd render us pure and holy in the Eyes of God. 
. In alluſion to this Metaphor, the Apoſtle cautions us. againſt 
| the H.Spivit, againſt abating or ſuppreſſing any Spark of 


t or '/Life, which that Holy-- Spirit has enkindled 


#hould<nlighten, -refine, -and purify our Souls, 


 V*; to purſue this obvious Alluſion, as there are 'two ways: 
df which Fire is quenched -or goes 'out, either by © neolefting 
+ blew it np, or by throwing water wpon it, ſo we may be ſaid 
-toquench the Holy 'Spirit, either by - neplefting 10 emprove it's 
'  Iiflnences in order to the excitinz and altuating -ouy Graces 


id Gifts, or 'by reſting or counteralting thoſe Influences, 
- 1, VFe may be ſaid to quench the Holy Spirit by uot improve- 


; *g bis Influences in: order tothe exciting/ and aftuating theſe Gra- 


ver-and Gifts, which he communicates 'to us.” 
Fire muſt be preſerved and-encreaſed with a continued Sup- 


fly of Fuel, and the Flame will go out of it felf, if-not kept 


in by our care to blow it up. So ſhonld the motions of the: 
Spirit of God be cherifht, and” the 'Flames enkindled in our 
Heats, preſerved and enlarged by frequent-an@ diligent exci- 
tation. There is leſs expreſſed in the Words, than is intend- 


xd (according to a very uſual Figure, ) -and quench not the Spi- 


by, is as if the - Apoſtle had ſaid, . valve - and emprove all the 
£0 Operations of the Holy Spirit. © oath ag 
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If ke darts-any/ Rays: of Knowledge' into' your Minds; ch& | | te 
« -riſh- them, and- by: ſtudy and meditation 'enercaſe em into. high-! | 18 
*ermeaſures -of Divine-Light, -if he-enkindles: any.Spark of Divige. | > 
_ Life and. Love into. your Hearts, quicken and blow it up inz. | fi 

10 a holy vigorous Flame. PET FEST! 


- If he imparts: any. Gifts thar Yay reader 'you the more-ca: (of 
pable to diffuſe Divine Light and - Life, and Love into: the” Þ er 
-Souls of others, employ 'em with-diligence, and 'emproye *em F or 
with'.continued- and faithful Exerciſe.” * For-thoſe gracious Ha 8 

- bits will languiſh and be in danger of expiring,” which we dg -V 
not enliven and-encreaſs. by frequent renewed Att: And event 1 
thoſe Gifts. will, be ſenſibly abated and decayed, which holy” Þ  & 

uſe does not keep up in theis. due vigour. And we may juſtly | I .; 
fear, -left the holy Spirit ſufpend thoſe Inflyences of his, where Þ 
{by eur-Graces iſhou'd be ſtrengthened, and ; our -Gifts colarge* 
ed; when we do not thankfully receive ?em, - and induſtrioully 
.emprove 'em- by the free concurrence and uſe of our--own rex; 
ſonable Powers. [We cannot; expect thoſe Divine - Aids'to ad |. 
- vance cus!inHolineſs whilſt we-ſit down with folded Arms, in F 
.dulging: a; wretched floath and careleſs indifferency; They are 'F* 
then-uſually difpens'd moſt liberally when we 'carneftly !im- I 
plore-'em, when we call / up- all the ' Powers of our Souls to. } 
our” :Duty, -atid are ready to a&t up to the heighth of tho 
holy Principles formed in us, and of thoſe Impreſſions the Grace” F- 
of God makes uvporr us. | | i 

©. Thug with: reſpect to Gifts, in oppoſition to this dangerousSin *F 
of quenching 'em, we are-commanded to fir *em wp thus, 2 Tim | 
1, 6, The Word inithe Original is d&vaZovpfir, which is plainly a Þ' 

. Metaphor borrowed from Fire, which muſt be ftirred or blown: © 
vp to make-it burn clear. -So muſt we excite *em by holy vis FF 
-vacity/ and- diligence in the exerciſe of 'em. EF. : 
» *$econdly;, We may, be ſaid to [2Zucnth.the Spirit by reſiſting and 
Connter-atling 51s holſ#enfluences. - | "YL $3 20h 

Even as Water when thrown on the Fire, either wholly e-' | 

_ tinguiſhes, or, greatly abates the heat and force of it. And | 

this is a more dangerous degree of the Sin. we are cautiond } 

againſt in the Text. All fin does in ſome degree tend t9 - 
guench the Spirit, as it do#s in ſome degree oppoſe o_ ten 
ency 
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| Jency. of its gracious: operations, But yet its not meer ſins of 
| Jenorance; or meer inadyertency and infirmity, that are in any 
| eminent or ſtrict Senle, {aid to quench the Spirir. But thoſe 
"13 fos plainly do ſo which are in their own nature hainous and de- 
> 7 fiberate, committed againſt the clear Light and powerful checks 
"1 e+Holy Spirit. Sins that are ated in the: face of our 


4 of th 
T rons Convittions of the Evil of *em, and our former reſoluti- 
ons agzinft 'em, which the Holy Spirit bad excited ; theſe dan- 
F-rouly tend to quench the Holy Spirit. Theſe give a deep 
FT Wound. to our graces, and dreadfully weaken the ftrength of 
© wr Holy Habits, Theſe highly proyoke that Holy Spiric to 
TJ depart fram us, and give us up forWhe preſent to the power 


Boas 


1 2f Temptations, when we chulſe rather to follow the Condu& 
of ouc brutiſh Luſts than his Holy DiQates. By theſe we are 
2 fad rogrieve the Holy Spirit, Eph, 1, 30. becauſe we do what 
3 oe big; dillikes,'and will evidence his diſlike of by the Suſpen- 
& ſon of his influences of Grace and Comfort: Nay, by. theſe 
"weare faid to reſi the Holy Spirit, Ats 7. 15. Not thatwe 
7 - can hinder any effe&s, that his infinite power reſolved to pro- 
3 - duce: But we, Alaſs too often! not only turn a deaf Ear to 
F. tis Diaates and Motions, but a& in oppoſition to *em, and pur- 


FS. - 
+ 
A 


>} fue the contrary DiRates and- Motions of fin. And no wonder 
4 that ſuch perverſe reſiſtance ſhould pfovoke the Holy Spirit to 
2 retire from us, and ceaſe thole gracious Sollicitations which we 


- Þ re{&; to gratifie ſome Brutiſh Luft, ſome baſe and hateful Paſ- 
FF fron; ſuch preſumptuous fins highly tend to extinguiſh the 
"F Light that ſhines in our Minds ; to lay waſte our Conſciences, | 
&. to weaken and ſuppreſs thoſe ſparks of divine Life that are 
+ kindled in our Hearts. They are as ſo much water thrown on 
= the flames, that extreamly endanger the quenching of them. 
4 - The reaſons that might be urged to enforce the caution, 
+ Mill as properly ſerve as Motives in the Application. , * 
_ ., And, Firſt, I would addreſs my ſelf to thoſe bardened ſmners 
' That have ſo far quencht the Holy Spirit, as now to go on in"an 
+ "pen courſe of ſin, with little or no remorſe of Conſcience. | 
T. -, The caſe of ſuch is dreadful, and they have great .reafon 
| (ow little diſpoſition ſoever they have) to conſider it before 


| it become remedilets, - There 


; " 
[6] | ; 
There is too juſt ground from the Scriptures, to ' 
' that ſome may by a long continued reſiſtance of the. 'Holy® 
rit, fin themſelves even in 'this Life into a ſtate 6f ineurat 
impenitency, We read of ſuch as were once enl; btened, and 
were made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, and have reſted the Y 
Word of God, and the Powers of the World to tome, that i thy | 
fall away, "tis impoſſible to renew "em to repentance, Heb, ip 
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” And tho'the words following, viz. their crncifying to they 
the Son of God afreſh, and putting him to - 1 ſhame, - ju 
the late expoſition of odbdirine, who underſtand them chidly - 
of ſuch as openly renounce the belief of Chriſtianity; —__ 


ſeems to be no- clear reaſon aſſignable why they may. not 
tend to thoſe that openly renounce the practice of it by a'ng« 
 toriouſly wicked Life, after a plauſible profellion of it? te | 
higheſt advantages and helps. And the 7th. & 53th, vive to 
juſt ground. to extend 'em ſo far, for they 1lluſtrate the”'#* 
poſiles Senſe; by an excellent Compariſon, for the Earth the 
drinks in the Rain that often comes upon it, and brings, forth barks 
meet . for them by 'whom it's dreſſed, receives bleſſing frw- 
God. hy | £2. 
But that which bears Thorns and Bryars 1s rejefted, and it 
nigh unto Curſing, whoſe end is to be burnt, For theſe Words 
as related to the former, do at the leaſt imply, That ſuchg” 
under the higheſt means and advantages; for the producing the” F 
genuine Fruits of Practical Chriſtianity, and fome ſucceſs of'em, 
do afterwards entirely relapſe into an open Courſe of irreligh 
on and wickedneſs, are in a Caſe next to hopeleſs and-deipe- 
rate: They ſeem not recoverable according to the ordinay;” 
methods of the Grace of. God. It muſt be a prerogative and # 
Miracle of mergy that muſt prevent their ruin, And, O-whut 
Reaſon have thoſe to fear leſt they ſhould fin themſelves into 
this difmal caſe, who have ſo frequently overcome, and baffled } ww 
ſtrong Convittions; fo long reſiſted the motions of the.Spitit 
of God,. and as it were affronted 'em by gratifying: their Tults 1 
in-diſpite. of *em; that now they can {in with-ſome-degree'of”. 
. a wretThed peace and ſecurity x their Conſcience, being gon 
ON eared 
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feared, Tcarce. feel the deepeſt Wounds they give 'em by hai- | 
I nous tranſgrefions - They. that could not before fin without great 


| aft or noiſe, can doit now witohut any conſiderable 


ad? bo. 
WR 


int or, checks of their reluRtant Judgments, The. diQates 

d regroofs which they heard before, are now ilenc'd. And, 
what they would (like ZZazae! 2 Kings 8. 13.) have abhorred 
- ad. trembled at before, they can now a& without any in» 

rd, ſhame or fear; ſure it you [have any fenſe left at all, 
'F you cannot but obſerye, you have in a great meaſure quencht 
athe motions of the Spirit of God, and baniſhed him from 

hearts. Did he continue to ſtrive -with yon, could your 
Caſciences be ſo Rupified, while you are daily contraQting the 
& aggrayated Guilt by renewed at&t of Intemperance, un- 
-Gannels,] injuſtice, lying, groſs miſpence of time, prophanation 
of1he- Szbbath, ſwearing, &c. Could you daily ruſh into fo 
| palpable. fins, and your hearts never once {mite you, never of- 
' one ſerious conſideration or Argument, as a rub in your 
* way, acver make the leaſt remonſtrance of the danger. ybu are 
mnping/ into? No ſure, it is impoſſible. that Conſcience ſhould 
be {0 entirely benummed and ftupified, were it not for the pre- 
lat; entirely forſaken by the Holy Spirit. 

And O how dangerous is the ſtate of a Soul when that Bleſ- 
{ Spirit has abandoned it after long ſtruggles and confliats. 
No wonder that ſuch are given up to. a reprobate mind, and 
4 © incorrigible- impenitent heart, to rreaſure up wrath againſt 

; the dy of Wrath, &c. And no wonder that Satan regains the 
entire poſſeſſion of thoſe Souls whom that bleed Spirit has de- 
lented, and fixed his full uncontroulable Dominion there 
ad alaſs how little is this conſidered by thoſe deſperate wretch- | 
$ that are-arrived to ſucha degree ot prophanenels as to ridi-— -|f 
uſe avd mock at the Operations of the Holy Spirit, which ] 
they ſhould carneſtly beg, and diligently improve: How little do 
they. poader thoſe moſt terrible of all threatnings, my People 
wild not hearkgn to my Voice, and Iſrael would none of me, So - 
I gave them up to their own Hearts Luſts, and they walked in 
| their 0199 Cexnncils, Plal. 81, 11, 12. Revel. 22. 12. He that 
wwjuf, let him be unjuſt ſtill, and he that is filthy, let him be 

filthy © 
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n it once comes to this that ſo awful a doom is paſt, it 


L | dignatio:, which ſhall conſume the Adverſaries, Heb. 10, 
E-. -1 2. I would addreſs this diſcourſe to ſuch as are wnder 1 


that they quench net the Spirit. 
Now perhaps that Holy Spirit is' ſtriving with you ; it. 
ſhines into your Minds with thoſe Rays of Light that diſcs 
ver to you the unconceivable Evil and demerit of fin, and the 
dreadful conſequences of your perſiſting impenitently in it :” The 
excellency of holineſs, and the blefſed Ifſue of it in the; heayehly 
Glory. The ſvitableneſs, and ſufficiency of a Sayiour, and'the 
neceſſity of accepting the offers, and complying with the ds 
ſigns of his Grace for your Salvation. He is now folliciting 
you to renounce your Tranſgreſſions with abherrence ; to te 
turn through a Mediator to God, as your reconciled Father, jnd 
to embrace theſe Paths of holinefs, that lead to eternil Life.” 
XY O let not theſe Conviſtions die, but cheriſh *em by frequet * 
\ and ſerious Meditations till they have deeply pofſeſt and chang 
ed your prattical Juigments. Suffer not thoſe Rays of Light 
to be cxtinguiſh'd by the fumes of ſenſual Lufts. Detain mi 
the Truth of God in unrighteouſneſs, Let not "the noiſe ad 
hurry of Worldly buſineſs or Pleaſures, lence the DiQats 
of an awaken'd Conſcience. Follow 'em W% by deep and it 
tenſe Thoughts, and urge 'em. by the moſt Wogent Argument 
till you feel» their perſuaſive force and- power. 
Have theſe lively motions excited any ſerious purpoles t 
vield and comply with what the Holy Spirit follicites youÞ! 
© let not theſe good Reſolutions prove abortive, and Deco 
only as the morning Cloud. and early Dew that ſoon goer awh 
Hol. 6. 4. Bring em by ſerious deliberation to a fixed detet | 
mination anJ choice that may change your Hearts, and fu 
the very bent. of '*em towards God, and Holineſs, and Hemet | 
Let *em not expire in empty barren Wiſhes, or- flight gu 


filby fill, Gen. 6. 3. , My Spirit ſhall not alwyi fin '@ # 
Whe | 
may well be ſaid of ſuch, there remains no mere a Sacrifice fo | 
fm: But a certain fearful looking for of 7 ndgment and fer "of 
beſt 


Pommon oper ations: of the Holy Spirit, that tend'-to their ſax | 
Converſion and Repentance, And ſuch do highly need this camin, * 
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1 Fel Endeavours. Suffer *em not to be over-born -by the re- 
1 lofancy of the Fleſh, but contend againſt all the oppoſition 
of a 


liftleſs and difinclined Heart: Eſpecially, extinguiſh not 
the Sentiments of 'Conſcience, by running into new preſumpty- 
ous Tranſgreſſions, and cruſh not theſe early Purpoſes, by 


F ruſhing immediately into Sins that dire&ly violate 'em. 


To urge you. hereto, conſider, 

1.' Your Converſion is now highly probable, if ou quench not, 
but cheriſh the preſent motions of the Holy Spirit. *- 

This is the tendency, and will be the happy iſſue of his 
gracious Operations, if your wilful reſiſtance prevent not. For 
the- bleſſed God doth not vouchſafe theſe ſupernatural. Aids 
in vain. They will either prevail to renew our Natures, or 
leave us inexcuſable, Nor will he forſake our Souls, till they 
forſzke him; nor will his holy Spirit abandon us, till our per- 
wiſe Oppoſitien quench his Motions, and provoke him. to' re- 
tire from us. And, Oh! what hopes were there of our (in-- 
cere- return to God, if our Souls were but by deep conſidera- 
tion fitted to receive the Impreſſions of the Holy \Spirit. The 
Arguments that ſhould - perſuade us thereto, are ſtrong and 
powerful; and there is nothing- reaſonable can be objeRted a- 
Saint it, * And would but we ſet our ſelves - to ponder 'em, 
and ix opr thoughts upon *em, ' how quickly would - the Holy 
Pirit, aſſt our minds, and repreſen; the great things that 
coneeffi 01:7 Dnty and our Happineſs, in a clear, convincing 
Light? "How eaſily can. he conquer the, averſion of a_ backward 
heart, and render it plyable to the will of God! How ſoon 
can he knock off the Fetters of ſin, and reſcue our captivated 
Souls from that wretched Bondage, and reſtore them to the 
liberty*of the Children of God! What a fair proſpe& is there 
of our ſincere Repentance, if we | do not * now harden our- 
hearts, and deafen our ears, but' open both to his InfiruQions 
ad Courifels! '" And how juſt is:it, that we ſhould contribute 
Our utmoſt in the uſe of our reaſonable Powers: towards our 
own recovery, and not expe to: be treated - as Stocks and 

ones," as lifeleſs and inſenſible .Creatures, in the great work 


of ous Converſion "To what end does God command us to 
L \$: make 


L o 
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maks to our. ſelver a new btart, and a new ſpirit, and cafl, away 


* more difficult, and you endanger more being forſaken by him: 


World, through the” knowlealge of the Lord end 'Sqviou Ori 


[ 10: ] 


our - tranſgreſſions, 'Ezck; 18. 31. if there. be' aething to, be. 
done, gn: our-part -towards/it jn the uſe of ſuitable meang, , +. 

2: The longer you. continue to queneh. the holy Spiris by neglett- 
or -reſiſtnce of his holy | motions, your Converſion becomes the. 


Your Converſion becomes the more difficult : Gorrupt In- 
clinati6ns- gain - more irreſiſtible power, by trampling on the 


ConviQions of Conſcience, and.\bearing down flight and -unfta- Þ 


ble: Reſolutions: Continuance-in fin encreaſes the Enmity of 
our Natures againſt the bleſſed God, and his holy Laws and 
Government; and. aggravated Guilt, :diſpoſes the more to flee 
from Godin a ſecret deſpair of Mercy. and Pardon from him: 
and we 'provoke the holy Spirit the more-. to depatt- from! 
Us« vc nebruo oi cir! Hip 160, ond 4: 
Res delicata Spiritus Sanftus. Every time we ſtifle thoſe holy, 
Truths that ſhould reclaim-us from -a life of fin, and excite: 
us to our Duty (every time we reject. his inward- perſuaſions- 
thereto, we grieve /him; He reſents :our perverſc, Capriage; 

and. we have great-reaſon- to;fearg if we: perſiſt -t6- do-ſo, he: 
will ſhew- his Reſentments of it,”, by : abandoning our Souls to- 
the rage ' and violence: of thoſe corrupt” Inclinations; which we- 
cheriſh in a wretched oppoſition to-' his heavenly ſuggeſtions 
and diQates.. And, O: how dark and deſolate an habitation, 

nay; - what a. fink: of unclean Thoughts and AﬀeQions wou'd. 
theſe: heatts be, if once the Holy Spirie ſhould entirely. 06! 


fears em? | >: 
| | But" this leads me- to add, | 
- 3. The Cafe of. ſuck as after good impreſſions madg- n 'em, tthu- 
ing ito Converſion, revolt to an open courſe of ſin by quenching 
the Holy Spirit, 1s moſt deplorable. ) - 50 
And: yet: ſuch a dreddfut. Apoſtacy is like to: he the conle- 
quence;” if by,our -extinguiſbing thoſe Impreſſions,” we-baniſh 
the >Holy: Spiris from us. ' | tc, Pf avg 0 
'Thete words ſhould bei read by ſuch of us with holy feat 
and 'rrembling. ' If after 'they have eſcaped the pelintion! of the 


A, .&t ba 2. A 


[xr]. 
they are apdin entangled ther ein and over8ome; the latter end 5s 
T wa iwith them than the beg inning '; for #t had'been ' better for 


ſnot to have known the way of, righteouſneſs, than after they 
Fave known it to turn from the Holy Commandment delivered to 
'm, But "tis happened to *em according to the true Proverh ;; 
the Dog is turned to his own vomit again, and the Sow that is 
waſht to her wallowing in the mire, 2: Pet. 2. 20, 21, 22, See 


alſo to the ſame purpole, the Parable of the Man out of whom .... 


one unclean Spirit went forth, but returned with ſeven more wick- 
ed than himſelf, Mat. 12. 43, 44, 45- Of whom it's obſerved, 
His laſt State was worſe than his firſt. — Review what was ſaid 
: to-hardned Sinners. | 

© cheriſh then the Holy Spirit  - bring your Souls as ten- 
« der Wax, ready to receive his ſtamp and impreſſion; bring 
a teachable mind to his Inſtructions, and a tratable heart to 
his Counſels. Implore and improve thoſe divine Influences, 
which ſhould renew and transform your Nature, entertain thoſe 
heavenly Rays and Sparks that ſhould enflame your hearts with 
love to God and Holineſs, conſume your Drofs, and refine 
your Souls ro an amiable conformity to the Divine Nature 
and Will. Hips > 

3. 1 ſhould addreſs my ſelf to the truly Regenerate. | 

And it's far from being a needleſs Caution, even to ſuch 
that they Quench-not the Spirit; or rather *tis to ſuch prin- 
cipally that the Apoſtle here direas it. | 

And as the caution may be juſtly extended both to the Gifts 
and the Graces of the - Holy Spirit, ſo what I ſhould ſay to 
- ſuch will fall under theſe two Heads. | 

Firſt, How far may the truly Regenerate quench the Holy 
Spirit ? : ; : ks | 
addy, What ſhould we do or avoid, that we may mot quench 
at? 
Firſt; How far may the truly Regenerate quench the Holy 
Spzrit. | 
5 the rather propoſe this Queſtion, becauſe it may ſeem 
Arange that they ſhould be cautioned againft-it;z and the due 
reſolution of the hay oo furniſh vs with oy" 

2 | 0- 
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Motives. to. enforce. this. neceſſary ' caution. | 


But the time will only allow me. briefly to - ſuggeſt thoſe | 


Heads which. ſhould be enlarged on. 

Even the Regenerate may'quench the. Spirit.. 

Firſt, As to their Graces, For, | 

i, Holy Habits and Diſpoſitions may be dreadfully weakened, 
and contrary Habits gain -eonſiderable ftrength. 

By neglc&ing to beg and improve the illuminations of the 


Holy Spirit, their degrees of Knowledge may be extreamly: 
low, and their Faith it ſelf may be exceedingly clouded,  {g; 


that it cannot reallize the-great Truths of Religion ; and giye 


'cm thoſe lively heart-afteing apprehenſions of 'crn; which they: 
had before. It may be ſadly enfeebled by truubletume Doubts, 
that will render our coriceptions of divine anc ſpiritual Obs 
jets 1n.a great meaſure dark, conjedtural and litelels ; the too 


great prevalcncy of the inordinate ſove of this. World, may 
occaſion ſo wretched a remiſsneſs oi cur love to God, that our 
affeions will not aſcend to him, with that frequency and that v 
gour as ſometimes they have done: And alals !- how often 
' Coes. the love of ſenfual Delights ſo damp our Aﬀettions to- 
wards Heaven, that our Defires and Hopes of it become cogy 
paratively faint and languid, cold and indifferent ! The ſame 
might be\ added. as to other Graces, 

And,. alafs! how dreadfully is the Spirit of God quench, 


when theſe holy Fruits of it are in ſo declining and wither . 


a. ſtate, when it's divine Impreſſions are almoſt razed out 


when holy Principles. are but as a Spark covered with aſhes,” 


ſcarce able to overcothe what tends to ſuppreſs it,. and ready 
to expire and die. 

2. Nay, the H. Spirit may be ſo far quencht in the regene- 
Yate, as that there may be for the preſent a dreadful imermiſſ: 
en of Holy Aftions. _ | 

How awfal an inſtance is David hereof ? 2 Sam, 11, 12) ch. 
How did all the ſentiments of his Conſcience ſeem fupprel, 
and all holy diſpoſitions dormant, when he could proceed ſrom 
the ſin of Adultery, to that of premeditated Murder ; And 


contipue ſo long under the Guilt of both before his oo 
Af - 


S. -  B | 
ence ſeem'd thoroughly awakened,. and oppreſſed Grace did a*- 
ny" thing conſiderable towards his recovery from ſo difmall a 
fall; There are alſo more ſecret and leſs obſervable intermiſ- 
fions of the exerciſe of our graces: I wiſh it may not be too 
juſtly ſaid of too many of us, that we often ſpend days toge- 
ther with -very few lively admiring thoughts of God, or ardent 
breathings of holy affeions towards him. There are many 
fd interruptions and chaſms in our holy Obedience. Our di- 
vine Principles ſeem often aſleep, dull, and unaciive, . and the 
Law in our Members ſeems to captivate the Law of our minds. 
Our Spirits are quite fettered and bound up, inftead of being 
enlarged in our Duty. | 

And how does this argue our having in a great Degree 
quencht the H. Spirit, when his vital influenccs ſeem for the 
preſent, interrupted or ſuſpended, and it can ſcarce be diſcern- 
ed by any vital Atons of holineſs in our own Souls,- whe- 
ther there be a principle of Divine Life there. | 

3. And.no doubt all the conſolations of the Holy Spirit may 
be intercepted. | | 

It cannot be well otherwiſe,. when our Graces ſo dreadfully 
decline, and there is ſo woful an intermiſion of the exerciſe 'of 


3” 


em. 'Tis no wonder that in that caſe there .is almoſt a total 
_extintion of all holy joy, and: our Comforts are eclips't, as 


our Graces are darkened. How ſhould the holy Spirit wz:neſs 

er Adoption, when the CharaQers of the Children of God, - 
are fo little diſcernible in us, and we a& ſo unſutably to our 
relation to him? How ſhould he raviſh us with the proſpect | 

of our heavenly Inheritance, when we have contr-Ated fo ' 

wretched an unſutableneſs and indiſpoſition- in our temper to .. 
it; and have done ſo much to blot all our Evidences for it ?' 
Nay, Alaſs! we may fin our ſelves into ſo diſconſolate dark- 
nels, as to haye all Rays of Divine favour -intercepted. We 
may be reduc't to fearful perplexities about our own ſtate, 
fuch as will coſt us deep Agonies and Conflicts, the tor- 
ments of broken or disjointed Bones, the reſtleſs pain and 
imart of a wounded Spirit. See this. iv David, Pſal. 51. 8 -- 
v. 11, 12, and alafſs it's too common with -us to fin our elves 
109? 
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into” yery, uncomfottable doubts, fo that as the Evidenceg'yf 1 
our fircetity are but weak and dubious, © 16- our' Joys. are by 
at a very low Ebb.. * "OSIMY 


a4 


And how muſt the holy 'Spirit be quencht by us, when thee 
is ſuch a ſuſpenſion of thoſe Comforts, which "tis -one 
of his Office to Communicate, and diffuſe into the Heattsif 
all the Children' of God. 


2. As te the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. BE nt 


Theſe alſo may be by our negligence abated in a: conſid 


' rable Degree, and the abatement of *em may conſequently ra, 
der us lets uſeful in our ftation to the Glory of God, ay 


the ſervice- of his Church, and deprive 'us of the comfort that 
ſhould atife thence, Proceed we to the 

2. Queſtion. What ſhould we do or avoid that we may in 
quench the holy Spirit. | 


Anſwer. According to what was ſuggeſted in the explicatin 


of the Caution,—1, In reſpett of our Graces. 
1. We muſt beware of quenching the Spirits by neglefing to th 
ceive and improve bis gracious inferences? To that purpole, 
1. Let us keep up a conſtant courſe of thoſe Holy Duties, whos 
;m we may eſpecially expett the influences of the holy Spirit, t-4 
cite and tmprove all holy diſpoſitions in us. R | 
And here T would particularly recommend theſe two, 
I. Secret Meditation. 
'Tis in this Duty *that the holy Spirit does moſt intimately 
onverſe with, and has the freeft acceſs to our Spirits. 
Our own ſerious and retired. thoughts, are the great means 
makes uſe of, to caſt our Souls into a holy heavenly Mold; 
2nd herein, he as moſt agreeably to our reaſonable nature, 
and the excellenr powers of it. | * 
While we are calling up our own Minds to the Contemple. 
tion of Divine and Spiritual Objets, while we are pondering 
what the Goſpel reveals to vs concerning the excellent nature 
of the Bleſſed God, and the glorious Deſigns of his Wiſdom 
and Grace, concerning our Incarnate Redeemer, and the adml- 
rable Conſtitution and Adminiſtration of his Kingdom of Gracy 
and the bleſſed Ifſyes of it in the heaven!)Rtate, while wear 
\ conſidering 


\ 
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xemment over fallen Mankind, thro' a Medigtor. #2 
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ing5our Duty in compliance with, the offers of Divine 


| Grace, and- our high expeRations and hopes from,/ity &c, The 


ho t. ſhines in with clearer Light, and elevates our minds +. 
to.mote_ lively and affefting thoughts of the , great things: we 
do believe. We ſee a greater Excellency. and Luſtre in di. 


rine Truths, and we feel more warm and vigorous impreſſions © © 


of 'em upon our hearts. 7 8 


1-We are more taken up in the admiration of divine PerfeRi- 
' ons,” eſpecially of the infinite Wiſdom and Love, holineſs and 


juſtice of God, as they ſhine our in the methods gf his ' 


While we are refleQting on the infinite Love ;of God, i 
ſading his' own Son on ſo merciful an Errand, and his-in- 
dimable condeſcenſion and Loye in all he has done and fuffe. 
red: for our Talvation, . our - hearty» are inflara'd with the; bigh- 
e& {ervouts 'of.. Love to our God and Saviovr, and holy prai- 
ſs become even the Pulſe and Breath of our Souls. | 

While we are contemplating the evil of ſin, ear hearts are 
note: confirmed in their abhorrence of it; -and' contra more 
dz holy antipathy, againſt ,it.' While-we are beholding the 
glory. of SO Gs Souls are raviſht with the Beauty of ity 
ad feel 'its* attractive Power, ſo as the practice of it be- 


tomes,. the, moſt delightful ſtudy and imployment of our 


Lives. -/ | | | 
.While- we: are. looking into! the Heavenly Canaan with the 
help. of. that divine Proſpe&tive-Glals, the promiſes of the Goſpel, 
ne dil-diſcover more. of - the Glories of the World above, to 
ekindle,, in :us. more: ardent deſires and more vigorous purſuits 
iter that heavenly fate:. In a word, while we mule, the 
wly Fire is;eakindled,. and our Souls feel a divine warmth as 
t-weres diffuſing -1t ſelf through all their Powers, P/al. 39. 3. 
:\While the holy.;Spirit. is. as it were; communing,,with us in 

iecres Language of our own. Miodsy. as enlighten'd by the 
Word o&-God,+;; How. often [have we occaſion: to reflet, as the 
two Diſciples Luke 2:4, 32. -Did not our Hearts byrn within us ? 
We are. then fitteſt to receive and cheriſh all Rays of divine 


Light, and attend to. all the Arguments and Motives by whicl 
{4 _—_— 


HS; 


[16 ] 


:he-utges our duty. on us, and to perceive the perſuaſive fore” 


.and weight of 'em. oY 

And - its owing tothe ſad -negle of this Duty, or out'he!" 
ing -leſs frequent.and diligent in it, that we are adyanced 4g 
no higher degrees of holineſs by the Spirit our ſanAtifier 
and receive- no larger communications of divine Light a 
Life, Eove and Joy from him. Ei» | 

And-no wonder that thoſe divine ObjeRs ſhould little # 
fet us, which we - ſo little converſe with, or, that we'lg' 
ſo little the power of the; great things we believe, when'my' 
ſo rarely impreſs *em on our own hearts, by deep "and attes ; 
tive confideration. ' , F208 
And no wonder the holy Spirit ſhould ſuſpend thoſe divine 
Influences which we fo little value, that ' we will *not- find 


time 'and leiſure for 'em, and put | our own Spirits'in- the" 
moſt ſutable poſture and frame to receive and efterttin' 
them. - J 

2. Secret Prayer is another Nuty requiſit to our receijt 
and improving the Influences of the holy Spirit. 1 " 

'Tis in-that Duty eſpecially, that the holy Spirit iQs ® 
us, as the Spirit of Adoption, andexcites in us* all thoſe aft. 
ons which ſhould breathe in the ' hearts of the Childre of 
God, towards their heavenly Father z/ ſee. Row. 8. 15. comps 
xed with the 26 v. And thoſe Graces which Meditation ves 
excite, do moſt properly vent themſelves in our feryent"& 
dreſſes unto God.. Tis in -ſuch fecret Addrefſes that"ot 
particular Repentance and ſorrow for our particular Offncy 
that our gratitude and Love for the peculiar Mercics of Go, 
that our ſubmiſſion and reſignation to his diſpoſal, that Wt 
truſt and "confidence in his Conduct, that our fieddy beld 
of Ifis promiſes, and vigorous hope of their accompliſlment 
and that" our  entire''devotedneſs to his Intereſt; and zedl 
his Glory, -are 'the moK ifenfibly exerciſed and beightuy | 

And in that Duty we vuſually find 'the moſt warm and pw 


erful ' impreſſions, | and aids" of the divine Spirit to lap 
our Hearts,” and raiſe theſe Graces to higher ' vigol'W} 
Krefigth, + £5910: 3 555 | 4 
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And-as in Prayer we breathe out our erneſt Deſires after the 
higher Communications .of Divine Grace ; ſo that Duty puts 
us in- the moſt ſuitable” temper to receive ' 'em, when they 
are youchſaf't.as the return of Prayer. We do as it were, 
receive *ecm as Supplicants on our knees, and conſe- 

ently moſt ſenſibly feel and own our Obligations to the iHo- 
ly Spirit fon all the progreſs and advances we make in-our 
holy, heavenly Life towards Lite Eternal. 

How carcful ſhould we then be, that we quench not the Holy 


Spirit by reſtraining Prayer And the context do's fully juſtify, 


this particular,Caution againſt the neglect of this particular Duty ; 
for the Apoſtle having enjoined our praying without ceaſing, and our 


giving thanks in all things : (and the latter Duty I wou'd here in- 


clude in the former,) he immediately adds, Quench nor the Spirit, 
4d. Do not by the rare or cold performance of theſe Duties, 


extinguiſh the Divine Fire which Prayer does ſupply the Fuel of, 


and gives the higheſt advantage to enkindle Flames of Divine Love 
and Gratitude -12 our Hearts... And how can we expett the 
Holy Spirit Jhou'd convey higher Degrees of Light and Holi- 
neſs, when we ſcarce think 'em worth our importunate De- 
fires ? Or that he ſhould enliven thoſe holy AﬀeRions which 
we ſtifle and ſuppreſs, by ſo frequent ſuppreſſion of this Duty, 
which. is ſo deſervedly called the, Breatbs of Regenerate Souls. 

Q let us not then be ſo great ſtrangers to the daily and 
frequent diſcharge of theſe two. Duties, as we would not be 
krangers to thoſe larger effuſions of the Spirit of God, which 
lo-many pious Souls have happily experienc'd, and expreſsd, 
ia an eminently lively and uſeful Life! Let not our wretch- 
ed ſloath and lazineſs forfeit thoſe Divine Influences, which we 
will not diligently ſeek, in the ule of theſe -preſcribed, ( and 
moſt ſuitable) means. And methinks, we that have ſometimes 
felt the Efficacy of theſe Dutics, when the Holy Spirit has 
enlarged our Hearts in *em, and their happy effets on eur 
Temper and Life, ſhou'd be more conſtant, in *em, that there- 
by we may be as it were found in the Road -of Divine 


1 Grace; | ny 


| 


7 


46-8 up to the light of a well-inſtruted Conſcience. 
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Bur; - | 


'2, Lit 1 dils gently obſerve ard hve up to the preſent Dillgy 
and Motions of the Holy Spirit. 
If it be enquired, how we ſhall know and diſtinguiſh the 
Dictates and Motions of the Spirit of God from the ſuggeti. 
ons of the Tempter ? I Afﬀwer: | 


All the internal DiRtates ard Motions of the Spitit of Gul | 


muſt be meaſured by his external Do&rines and Precepts il. 
ready revealed in the Holy Scriptures. We hape, and jr 
need no other Rule toJudge of *em by. ' Whatever thy on 
Conſcience, when thot art in the moſt ſerious temper, dy 
urge thee to, and that apreeably to the revealed Will of God, 
That an that alone may'ft thou regard, as a Diftate and My 
tion of his Holy Spirit: For it's the great deſign of the hy 
ly Spirit in his internal operations on our Souls, to guide ur 
Minds to clearer Apprehenfions of what he has already mide 
known by his inſpired Pen-men, - the Prophets and Apoſtles, to 
enyrave theſe Laws ont ohr Hearts, which are recorded in thel 
excellent Writings. |} © 


And to pretend to 'any Diftates of the Holy Spirit, which 


are not agrecable to thoſe Divine Oracles, is to expole out 
ſelves to the Delufibns of Satan, or our own heated and av 
ſed Fancies. . In all' theſe Enquities, we muft have recourſe to 
the Law and to the Teſtimonies 'of God , for if they ſptak, nat «: 
cording to theſe, tis becanſe there is no Light in *em, Ila, 8.20, 
Now let us carefully obſerve and faithfully comply with the 
preſent Diates and Morloii of the Holy Spirit. 


Let us readily entertain divine Truths, how ctoſs ſoever tb | 


our fenſual Inclinarions or worldly Intereſt ; Let us come to th 
Light, and nor ſuffer any corrupt Aﬀe&tions to prepoſſels ot 
Minds with' finful Prejudices againſt it, John 3. 21. Let 
Vive yÞ our Underſtandings to the Condua of the Holy Spirt, 
who Has promiſed to lead ns into all (neceſſary) Trmb, abdrs 
Gere the Tewith in the love of it. Lets not content our ſelfe 
With-tht birt empty ſpecufarion of the great Dodtritits of tie 
Goſpel, but turn fem into practical Principles; and endeavour 


give 
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give Divine; Rovelation a transforming Power and Vertue, by 
oor ſerious belief of it. Lets impartially endeavour to under. 
ſand the Will of God, that we may obey it. I 
':Dofs the Holy Spirit: follicite and move us to our Duty ? Let's 
readily obey the motion : Let's not diſpute his Counſels, or con- 
ſalt with Fleſh and Blood, . whether we ſhoufd follow *em or no, 
Gal. 1. 16, Letfs'not put off, the execution of what he diftates 
with frivolous excuſes or tedious delays; Let's up with our fails, 
while we have now a favourable Gale, and 'blow up the holy 
Flame, whilſt that heavenly Eire ſupplies us with new heat and 
warmth, Let's attend to-the voice behind us, when it dire&s 
our way, and diligently ſet about whatever that blefſed Monitor 
within prompts us to. | IH | 

Tis the very Charater of the Children of God, that they 
dre led by the Spirit, and walk after the Spirit, ſee Rom. 8. 1, 
and 14. Let*s not indulge, but'contend againſt all the unrea. 
ſonable relucancy of a backward diſinclined heart. Let*s not 
put off his Exhortations with ſlight Reſolves and ineffectual Pur- 
poſes, but engage -in our preſent Duty (to which he inow 
perſuading us,) with holy vigour and fervency. + For alafs! how 
often-do we quench: the Roly Spirit, and render his motions 
ineffetual by indulging the wretched fluggiſhneſs of a liftleſs 
and indiſpoſed mind, and diffierring our Duty to a pretendedly 
fitter {eaſon,(like Felix when Paul had awakened his Conſcience, 
Alts 24 25.) | 

But, | 

2 We muſt eſpecially beware of quenching the Spirit by re- 
ſiting or counteratting his gracious influences. Ks | 

To that end we muſt chiefly beware of all deliberate and 
preſumptuovs tranſgreſſions, Pſal. 19, 30. All willful Omiſſions 
of kyown Duty,--or Commiſſion of known ſins againſt the light of 
Conſcience, and the checks of the holy Spirit. Such ſins give 
a deep wound to our Spiritual Life: They caſt the very prin- 
ciples of it (1 mean the graces of the holy Spirit) into a lan- 
Suiſhing ſwoon; they ſadly weaken our holy Reſolutions, and. 


\ Almoſt revive the ſtrength, and recover the force -of our. mor- 
\ tified corruptions. Grace looks as if 'it were dormant and 


D 2 captt- 
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captivated, and'fin ſeems to: have reaſcended the throne; fac 
fins alſo make a f1d breach and interruption» in our! Ob:di 
and for the preſent quite 'damm-iup the ſtream of it : Arid-ng 
wonder that they eclipte-the Light of divine Favour,-and baniſh 
all divine Joys and hopes. And well may they produce theſe 
_ diſmal effeas, when they provoke the holy Spirit to ſuſpend 
his influences' of grace and comfort. wo. 

For how can it bs expeRed. that the holy Spirit ſhould 
ſill trive while we lo obſtinately oppole ? That he ſhould 
_ blow, up theſe Flames which we are throwing water upon? 
When *tis the Language of the holy- Spirit, do not this abomi- 
nable thing which I hate; and yet at the beck of ſome wretch 
ed Paſſhon or Luſt we will do it? 

No wonder that he reſents the affront-, and leaves-thoſe at 
.preſent to themſelves, who thus wiltully open their Ears ty 
the ſuggeſtions of the Tempter, and deafen 'em againſt 'his 
Counſels. O let us then reverence the DiCtates of the Holy 


Spirit, and not dare to offer -any ſuch curſed violence to 'em. 


Let's not by wilful inconfideration reje& thoſe Arguments which 
the holy Spirit ſuggeſts to ' reſtrain us from ſinning. Nay/let's 
be more fearful of going againſt the ſuſpicions and 'jealoulies 
of an awakened Conſcience, - | %' 


Let's not dare to at&t againſt the doubts and Fears of a mil. 


giving mind, that what we are about to do is dilplealing to 
God, leſt we thereby weaken his Authority in our own Con- 
iciences, Rom. 14. and laſt v. Whatſoever is not Faith, 1s. ſin, 
i. e, Whatevgr. we do while we are not perfwaded of, but 14 
ther ſuſpe&t gnd queſtion the; lawfulneſs of it. 

But eſpecially, Let's beware of ſuch ſins as more aireclly op- 
poſe and counter-att the influences of the Holy Spirit, ſuch a 
croſs the chief deſign and tendency of his gracious operations. 

__ »- For inſtance, | 

1. He is a Spirit of Light, whoſe great Office it-is to di 
fuſe the Light of divine knowledge into our Minds, which 
ſhall gradually ſpring vp to perfect eternal day. 

Let's. beware. of quenching him by a proud underſtanding, 


that will not ſubmit. to what he has plainly revealed, up 
be . no 
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not content to -be ' a diſcerner, would become a Peremptory 
udze of his Revelations. Juſtly may the holy Spirit leave 
thole to - dangerous Errors, who will not follow. his gui- 
dance, and rely on the Teſtimony of infinite Truth, but are 
ready to rejed any doCctrin2 how clearly ſoever it be af- 
ſerted in the Holy SCriptures, if their ſhallow reaſon can- 
not fully comprehend it, or refolve all the difficulties that re- 
late to it. Not that any part of the divine Revelation is 
contrary to any true Principles of reaton : Tho' ſeveral My- 
ſeries are ſo- ſublime, that as our reaſon could never have 
found *em out, ſo when diſcovered it cannot tully peirce in- 
to the depth of 'em. | | 

And no wonder that we who can fo little comprehend 
how our own Souls are united to thele Bodies, or how. 
they make uſe of bodily Organs in their various operations 
(tho' we. cannot 'doubt of their doing fo) ſhould be as little 
able to diſcern into the»* manner how the divine Nature 
ſhould have ſuch a threefold diſtin mode of ſubſiſtence, 
or be. by an admirable fecundity three in one. Or how the 
eternal Word ſhould aſſume our nature into fo. near and in- 
ſeparable Union with his own. And from this arrogance of 
an unhumbled .mind, all the Sociniqn Errors (the contagion 
whereof ſeems to ſpread it ſelf to a ſtrange degree in this age) 
too evidently ſpring. p :-: | 

Let's beware allo of Quenching the Holy Spirit, by ſecret 
unbelief of the great and fundamental Principles of Chriſtiani-. 
ty. . Infidelity has dangerouſly diffuſed it ſelf even in this 
Kingdom, notwithſtanding all the excellent Writings that 
have oppoſed it, and the bz 'of us have need to be armed 
againſt the poiſonous influence of it : Then only may we ex- 
pe& higher degrees of divine knowledge, when we both bring 
a teachable Mind to the Oracles of God,. enquiring into em 
In a- humble dependence on the illumination - of the holy Spi- 
rit, and when we come with a due reverence of the Autho- 
rity and Truth of God, ready to yield a full -aſſent. to what- 
ever we are conyinc'd-he has revealed. | 


And 


Foe 1 


'And when onr Judgments are fetled in the belief of the. 


holy Scrigture upon clear and impartial ſearch, let's not give 
way pHeery doubt, that Satan may ſuggeſt, or every 4- 
jeaign that vain Caviller may caſt in our way, is 
2. The Holy Spirit is alſo a Spzrit of Love, and that (i? 
vine Nature which he Communicates to the Children of God; 
is chiefly made up of Love to God, and Love to one another, 
"Tis theſe holy Flames which that facred refining fire does e- 
ſpecially kindle in our hearts, ? 


Let's beware of quenching the Spirit by extinguiſhing theſe 


holy Flames of Love to God, and to that end let's chiefly be- 
ware of the inordinate Love of this World, So far as that re. 
covers any thing of its former ſtrength, it does proportionahly 
abate the Degrees of our Love to God, and is like fo much 
water caſt on that holy Fire, fee 1 Foh.. 2. 15. ver. Fames 4, 4.9; 
When this World doth in too great a Meaſure, engrols 'our 
thoughts and time; when our cares about it are too infenſe 
and vehement. ny 

When we begin to place too much of onr contentment and 
happineſs in thele ſenſible enjoyments, and have too ſtrong x 
reliſh of 'em; How do we quench the lively Spitit, whoſe 
great deſign is to crucifie us to this World, that our inordi- 
nate AﬀeQtions to it being dead, they may aſcend with fre. 
quency and fervour unto God, as the fountain of our happi- 
neſs, and fix in him as the Center of our Everlaſting Reſt? 
How cautious then ſhould we be againſt any dangerous com- 
petition of this World with God,” for the ſoverargnty of our 
clteem and choice, our deſire and delight ? Let*s beware of fo 
debaſing our affe&ions by ſuffering *em to ſink into this Earth 
as will clog 'em when ever they ſhould freely mount up on 
the Wings of ardent deſire towards God and Heaven. 

Ler's beware of Quenching the Holy Spirit, by quencing 
thoſe Flames of holy Love to all, ſo far as they bear any thing 
of the Image of our heavenly Father. To that end let's be- 
ware of all thoſe irregular Paſſions and bitter animolities tht 
have a pernicious tendency .to weaken or extinguiſh Dine 
Love, 4 p 

n 
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And alaſs! + how little do the moft of Chriftians conſider, 
how much they do- to quench the holy Spirit, (who is a Spi- 
rit of Unity and Love,) by the unchriſtian Violence an4 Diſ- 
ord wherewith they manage their otherwiſe very inconſider- 
ble Differences; it was never the deſign of the Spirit of God 
ty bring all the Members of Chriſts myftical Body to an ex- 
i Uniformity in unneceſſary Opinions and PraRices ; But to 
bring *em, to ati Unity in the great Eſſentials of Faith and 
Holineſs, and thereby to cement fem in. the Bonds of mutual 
Love: And to this deſign, all the numerous Precepts that 
relate to Unity, Peace and Love, are plainly calculated and 
ſuited. How do we then counteract it, when all the little 
Differences of Judgment or Practice (wherein the intereſt of 
Faith and Holineſs have little or no concern,) become the En- 
Sines of Satan 'to divide our AﬀeCtions, and ſet us at an un- 
reaſonable diſtance from one another: When accordingly 
thoſe Differences are purſued with uncharitable Judgment, - 
vnreaſonable Suſpitions, unjuſt Cenſures, or reviling Language, 
toncetning one ahother? How grievous muſt that be to the 
Holy Spirit, that dwells in all the Children of God, to inſpire 
&m with the Charity, that ſhoufd rather expreſs it ſelf by 
pitying the Ignorance, condeſcending to the weakneſs, and 
dearing -the infirmities of our Brethren, by putting the moſt 
fayourable conſtruftion on their Words and Ations, by e- 
ſeeming whatever we diſcern of the Image of our Lord in 
tm, and emproving the far greater things wherein we a- 
gree, as a ſufficient Foundation, for mutual Love:and Commu- 
nion, 
3. He is alſo a Spirit of Holineſs and Purity : Let%s then 
beware of quenching the Holy Spirit, by giving the leaſt in- 
dulgence to ſenſual Lufts, | | 

©Tis the great Deſign and Office of the Holy Spirit, to mortifie 
in us the Deeds of the Fleſh. And therefore the Fleſh and the Spi- 
tit are oppoſed as contrary Principles by which we are ated, or 
contrary Maſters, the oze of whom we ſerve and obey. See Rom. 8. 
13, &c, Tis his great work to ſpiritualize our Natures, & . 
| thereby 
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* thereby to {uit us to thoſe Exerciſes <a Duties! of Relighnn [ 


which are ſpiritual and heavenly, and enable .us to reliſh the 
ſpiritual and ſolid Pleaſure of fem. 

What then can we do, that will more Cangerouſly tend to 
quench the holy Spirit than to pamper this Fleſh, and pratify ir 
inordinate Aﬀe&ions and Delires, which by the aſliſtance of the 
boly Spirit, we ſhould daily crucify ? . And how do all cegrees 
of Intemperance, Eafciviouſneſs, Pride, Luxury and Senlyality, 
tend to cloud our Reaſon, corrupt our Imagination, degrade out 
Aﬀections, and ſo brutify our Souls, as to indiſpoic *em for what- 
ever is holy or heavenly ? 

The Fleſh-will ftruggle againſt the Spirit, and the Luſts there- 
of war againſt our Souls, by oppoſing his motions, Gal. 5, 17. 
I. Pet. 2. 11. And how ſhoufd theſe minds be fit to entertain the 
Divire Light when darkened with the Fumes of Luſt? Orhow 
ſhoufd they attend to his. motions, under the Condu& and hur. 
ry of brutiſh Inclinations ? Or how ſhau*d the holy Spirit abide 
1n. a Soul] polluted. with impure Thoughts and: vile Deſires? 0 
let's then ſubdue this Rebel Fleſh, bring theſe Bodies into ſubjedi. 
on, mortify and check every irregular Deſire and Inclination, a 
ever we wou*'d preſerve theſe Souls and Bodies as an acceptable 
Temple for the holy Spirit to dwell in,-who will never make an 
impure brutifyed nature, his Habitation and Reſidence, 

Laſtly, he is a Spirst of Conſolation «nd Foy. 

"Tis one great part of his Office to diffuſe Divine Joy into our 
Hearts, and maintain it .as the Seed and the Fore-taſt of eternal 
- Joys. | KY 

0 Let's beware then of counteraRing this great Deſign, e- 
ther by our ſinful Fears and Deſpondency on the one band, orby 
any exceſs of carnal Mirth on the ether ! | 
 Let*s net indulge thoſe unreaſonable and endleſs Fears, which 
ſpring from the mjurious thoughts of God and his Goodneſs, at( 
thereby 'rob us of thoſe comforts, which it's the great De- 
ſign of the holy Spirit to raiſe us to in a courſe of holy 0- 
bedience. And alaſs! how many ſincere Chriſtians have need 
to be warned of . this, whoſe Life is almoſt entirely made y 
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| -of Complaints and Doubts? As if this were the great deſign 


and end of their Chriſtian Profeſſion: Such ſhou*d conſider, 
that their ſorrow for ſin it ſelf, is no farther required by God 
than it tends to Civorce their Hearts from it, and prepare *em 
for the thankful ſenſe of pardoning Mercy. That *tis a great 
diſhonour to God, either to queſtion the truth of his Pro. 


' miſes made to all returning-ſinners, or not to rejoyce in a 


ſtate of pardon and ſalvation, when his Grace has given us 
an Intereſt in it. 

That it's a great wrong to our own Souls, when we have 
upon- impartial Self-tryal found juſt grounds te conclude the 
fincerity of our Repentance and Obedience, to call it into doubt 
upon every unreaſonable ſcruple, where ſome deliberate fin, 
or viſible declenſion in Grace, does not give occaſion for juſt 
Suſpition 3 that it's. the great Office of the Holy Spirit, to 
witneſs eur Adoption, and thereby enable us to conclude, that 
we are Heirs of God, and Coheirs with our Lord Feſus; © that 
the ſenſe of ſo glorious Priviledges may ſhed abroad in us a 
more fervent Love to God, and enable us to rejoyce more 
in his infinite and unconceivable Love, Rom. 8. 16, 17, Cc. 

Let's alſo beware of quenching the Spirit by all Exceſſes of 
carnal Mirth, 

" The Joys of the Spirit of God, are the reſult of our moſt 
ſerious Thoughts ( Res ſevera verum gaudium,) and are not to 
be found inthe tumult and noife of 1enſual jollity. 

A mind poſſzſt with Froth and Vanity, is uncapable of thoſe 
divine Conſolations, which the lively view of ſpiritual. and 
heavenly Obje&s does give. | 

And I would take this occaſion to reflef+ on the common 
Cuſtom of this Age, in making all our Converſes a meer en- 
tertainment of Wit and Fancy. I fear *tis not ſufficiently ob- 
ſerved, how .pernicious an influence this Cuſtom has had, not 
only to. baniſh every thing that's ſerious, out of the Dilcour- 
ſes of the prophaner ſort of Men, as if it were rude and 
unfaſhionable in Converſation : But 1 wiſh I might not ſay - 
to extinguiſh almoſt the ſerious Spirit of pratical Religion 

E | amongtt 


TR FEW 3 —_— 
" #mongft the fincere profeſſors of it. What need had-ve' 
beware, that our .checrfulneſs Cegenerate not  intoa1 finfal 
" tevity, and that the innocent. pleaſantneſs ef wit (which 
ſhou*d: only ſerve to recommend holy and uſeful Diſcourſe, 
as Sauce does our Meat,) turns not into what the Apoſtle juft- - 
ly warns us of under the Name of ' foolifh talking or, jfing, | 
Eph. 5. 4. or a fcurrilous hd airy bufftoonery. Tal 
Nor does excels of bodily pleafures, lefs tend to damp' or 
holy Aﬀections, and indiſpoſe us to reliſh thoſe-Joys- of the 
holy Spirit, which are of a purer and more refined: nature. - 
There: is fo little futableneſs betwixt ſenfitive and- ſpiritual 
Delights, that all immoderacy in the former, ſtrangely ally; 
the fenfe of the latter. And fenſigive Delights are then only 
ſafe, when entirely ſubordinated to ſpiritual endsaand purps- 
fes: As when the ſtreams of divine Love we taſte ih pr 
Mercies, lead us unto God: Or when bodily Diverſions re- 
new the vigoyr of our Souls for his Service, © in which aloe þ 
our trucſt and moſt folid delight is ro be found: - -And® th 
wonder the holy Spirit ſhou*d not -communicate divine "Jv 
to thoſe who wou'd not trample thele of ſenfe vader thei 
- Feet, to partake of *em. 
But, Y 
2dly, In reſpe&t of our Gifts, we muſt beware of -quench- 
ing the holy Spirit: And that either, £ 
I. By not depending on his. aſſiſtance in our indeavonrs #0 ts 
quire *em, and in the continued uſe of *ems. | | 
There are yarionus Gifts of the holy Spirit beftowed by his 
bleſſing on our uſe of the ordinary means fox acquiring” *e#, 
| as Reading, Meditation, &c. Such Gifts as make us 'eapi- 
/ ble of being more eminently uſeful, in a more private 'or pub- 
lick Station, ſuch as qualify us to inſtru the ignorant, feclaiſ 
the impenitent, comfort the diftreffed, reſolve the doubt. 
ing, &c. The Gift- of Prayer, which as diſtinguiſh'd roi 
the Grace, is an ability of readily repreſenting onr Delifes 
to God on every emergent occaſion, in ſuitable becoming Bt 
preſſions, &c, N 
ON 


"wo o——— OR... 
x -p .zT, oc O00: Yd 


# < 
p4 _ 


2 Tn pnsrs” 


Z © or 2a. 


BW 
yr gz a 


PP SES 


( 
as 
his 
m, 
Pa- 
uh 
14M 
bt. 
oN 
'es 
IN 


W 


te 
Ez 


FS SEES ESTS 


I 5 


_ £0973 

24 Now as.every ſuch Gift does capacitate vs according to 
"the meaſure of it, for being more ' ſerviceable to the Body - 
oR, whereof we. are. Members; and as we ſhou*'d ac- 
ly: covet ſuch ſpiritual Gifts, *in order to our being fo 
in.our Sphere and Place; fo we muſt beware of all 
Pride, -apd Self-confidence, in all our Studies to attain *em, 
and in.our daily Exerciſe of *em. This may provoke the ho-. 
 Ppirit to deny his Aſſiſtance and Bleſſing, when we do not 
nmbly.implore 289 rely. on it. ; 


* Lets beware alſo of quenching the holy Spirit, 
+ 24ly, By .our negligence to exerciſe aud 4mprove our Gifts. 


+ Holy. Induſtr may- encreaſe the number - of. our Tzlents, 
ad-the. holy: Spirit will _ ordinarily, impart; the richeſt Gifts 
t9-thoſe that are. mo} diligent in laying 'em out for the Ser- 


F rice of their Lord and Maſter: Whereas, floathfulneſs may 


gen forfeit the Talents we have, and the holy Spirit may 
ber theſe Gifts:to++ be abated or loſt, which we employ not 
the great Ends for which they were given, the Edification 
the Church, 24at. 13. 10: Lake 19. 26. | 
Aad alaſs! how: often do the Gifts, both of private Chri- 
tans and Miniſters, like the Veſſels of the Temple, contract 
nit by lazineſs and diſuſe? Whereas, holy Exerciſe woufd 
dighten-*em, and keep fem in their vigour. How obſerva- 
| Mſ this, with ejepanes tothe giſt .of Prayer, ſome. having 
long confined | themſelves to crutches, (as tht. Reverend 
; Doftor Wilkins called Forms of Prayer,) that they Tannot go 
nthout *em,? . ET OW : 


\Let's bewaze. alſo. of quenching. the' Spirit, a 
34); By; proſlituting. thoſe Gifts 20 the Service of ary. forful 


- & proyokes the holy Spirit to. withdraw his Aſſiſtance in the 
eraſe of em, when ghey are uſcd for. Oftentation, or to gra- 
tlie qur-; vain Glory, & [14:4 Hrs 
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When we only hunt after Applauſe by em, or when our 
Parts and Abilities, are only employed to ſupport ſore fecy- 
lar Intereſt, and ſerve the ends of our Ambition atid' Avarice 
When thoſe Gifts that ſhou*d render vs uſeful Inſtrument 
to enlarge the Kingdom of our Lord Jeſus, and propagate the 
great Intereſt of pratical Chriſtianity and Godlineſs; are per: 
verted, to advance the corrupt Deſigns of a degenerate Party, 
or at leaſt to prolelyte Men to the unneceſſary Opinions and 
Practices of it. When our Abilities are only uſed to ſerye 
the Cauſe of Error or fin, or of Paſhons or Animofities a- 
gainſt the Cauſe of Truth and Holineſs, Concord and Loye. 


This may juſtly provoke the Holy Spirit to bereaye us of 
* the Talents we 'ſo proſly 'abuſe, or to blaſt thoſe” Abilities 
"which we turn. as Arms againſt him, to whoſe Service they 
ſhould be entirely conſecrated. 


And 'thus you have heard what you muſt do or ayoid, that 
you may not quench the holy Spirit: eva | 


What has been ſuggeſted before concerning the fad Effedy 
of our quenching the holy Spirit, may be received to ſupply 
with Motiyes to. enſorce this ſolemn Caution. Ber 

And one wou%d' think our ow experience of *em ſhoold 
give *em the Ueeper edge. | "I 


We that have often had ſo ſad occaſion to refleft on the de 
folate ſtate of . our Souls, when deſerted for, a while by the 
Spirit of God, ſhou'd beware of quenching ' his holy Motions, 
How. diſmal has our caſe 'been, when all our holy: Reſoſutioss 
have been over-born by the preſent hurry of Temptation, an 
the violence of corrupt Inclinations ? * when our Grates'have 
been as it were bound up or caft into a deep (ſleep? Whet 
we haye found little or no Diſpoſition to. any FRO 
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þ teavenſy Duties? and lefs of any holy warmth, _or vigour 


in the performance of em. 


+ When the ſeriſe of our Declenſions, and" perhaps" ſorae ag. 


gravated guilt has filled us with perplexing Fears, ſo that 
we could not draw nigh to God with any ingenuous confi- 
dence - and hope, but were almoſt ready in a finful 'defpon- 
dency to flee from his 'preſence; - anl' reſtrain Prayer bgfore 


_.him? When a black Cloud! has overſhadowed our Minds, 
'ſo that we could ſcarce diſcern any Glymple of Divine 


Favour-? Sure this was a deplorable . Condition. And yet 
alaſs ! how often is all this the ſad conſequence of our quench- 


ing the Holy Spirit? 


On the contrary, the bleſſed Effefs. which his gracious 
influences have ſometimes produced in our Souls, ſhould excite 
us to cheriſh and improve 'em with the greateſt dilt- 
gence. 


How lively and affeting apprehenſions of the" great things 
of Religion, has he often raiſed our minds to? What ar- 
dours of divine Love has he. fometimes ſhed abroad in our 
hearts, by impreſſing them 'with the ſenſe of his infinite 
Love? - With what ftrength and vigour have our affe@ions 
ſometimes aſcended towards Heaven, when inflamed in the 
Duties of Religion ? 


How have we ſometimes had our hearts enlarged to run 


the way —of "God's commands, and found -our-Obedience,,. 


our -pleaſare \and delight? What raviſhing Joys. has the 


. lively proſpe&-of the future glory ſometimes diffuſed through 


our Souls, Ao that' we have been with doſes on Mount 
Piſgah, with the heavenly Canaan in our view, and thought 
our ſelves as it were in the very Suburbs of the new Fe- 
raſalem? And that we find not theſe bleſſed EffeRs of the 
Holy Spirit in a more conſiderable degree, is owing either to 


OUr-.: 


| 
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our perverſeneſs in} counteratting, -or our floath -in nab jny © 


proving his "Motions. For did we inſtead of quenching ? 
tans cheriſh 'em, ' and aR up to hep PLAY 
that ., Bleſſed. ;Spirit,, delight . in, che Communications... of -hi; 
Grace..to. us? To what eminent degrees of Divine Lip 
and Life, purity and joy. would he raiſe us: here, (of which 
we want. not many excellent, inſtances, even on. this Earth) 


: 
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as a Pledge and Sced, of. the perfection and bleſſedneſs, It 


feryed- for us in a happy, Jmmertality., 
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"A Larger Diſcourſe of the Evil of Quedthing the 
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©. - A PraQical Diſcourſe of 'Sickneſs and Recovery : 
By. Tim. Rogers, "M. A. after his Recovery from Sick- 
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Memorable Frovidendes relating to Witchcrafts 
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Alleine. | 
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God. By Dan. Burgeſs. | S__ 
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| Believers daily Exerciſe,. &. By John Bit- 
lingsly. Twelves. 
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departed. By Dan. Burgeſs, ll | 
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'Ewo-Parts. - Firſt, Of falſely pretended Knowledge, 
Seronaly, Of true ſaving” Knowledge. "Quarto,” + 
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Ofavo. Theſe faur by Mr. Richard Baxter. 

A Diſcourſe concerning. Liturgies. OF#avo;* | 

A Diſcourſe 'of the ſaving'Grace. O#avo. Both by 
TONS Learned David Glarkſon, Miniſter” of the 
Goſpel. | be 
'- A- Diſcourſe of Old Age. 'By Richard Steele, M.A 
'E bs Converſion . of the Soul. Oftavo. - Nl 

'Tife Principles of the Dofrine of Chriſt, to which 
is added,” a Catechiſm for Conſcience. - Both by Na 
Vincent, "M. A. and Miniſter of the' Goſpel, © Tmelves, 
_ , Two Sermons of the Uſe and .Happinefs' of Humane, 
Bodies. By Eaw. Lawrence. Twelves. Fe 

The Viſions of the Wheel ſeen by the Prophe 
Ezekiel, opened and applyed, &c. By Mat. Mead, Fu 
ſtor -of a. Church of Chriſt at Srepney. =o | 
* *A-Sacred Poem on the Glory and HappinelS of Hear 
ven. By 7. S. Maſter of Arts.. - | 
"Six hundred of ſele& Hymns and Spiritual Songs 
colleted 'out of the Bible. By Willian-Barton, » Mt 
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